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home/* Gradually we are eliminating our fears of
sex aggression on the part of immature children
and are basing our protection on more legitimate
and non-sexual grounds.

As in the field of bodily interests, growth changes
take place in the field of the affections and love
responses. Upon entrance into school, nursery,
kindergarten, and first grade children still reflect
closely home attachments, and playmates of either
sex are equally beloved. All too soon boys and
girJs drift apart. Indifference, even hostility arises.
As for affectionate expression, with boys it is a
matter of scorn. A pinch, a slap on the back, a
friendly pgss at each other takes its place. Not that
this pattern of conduct holds universally, but it is
the one we have observed, modified here and there
by both internal and external factors operative
within the culture.

Because of the nature of the preadolescent and
his thirst for knowledge and adventure and these
new allegiances, one may expect quite different
conduct from him than one would expect from the
younger child, and he is entitled to quite different
conduct and understanding from us.